FOREWORD
'hen a nipponese speaks of the 'fathers' of ins
country, he refers to them as Genros, cider statesmen. They participated
in the wars of the Meiji Restoration, and in 1889 under Emperor Meiji
they drew up the Imperial Constitution upon which the present politi-
cal system is based. The Genros continued to serve as guardians of that
document and as advisers to the Emperor. Their most important duty
was to recommend a choice of Premiers to His Majesty.
In 1916 death had so thinned their ranks that the survivors recom-
mended for their body a man who had fought with them in 1868 when
he was a young courtier. They had sought his counsel before* This
man, the President of the Privy Council, the second President of the
Seiyukat Party, twice a Premier, and Nippon's Chief Delegate to the
Paris Peace Conference, was Kimmochi Saionji, or as the Nipponese
say, Saionji Kimmochi.
All the other elder statesmen have died* Since the Constitution makes
no mention of this office, Prince Saionji* now eighty-eight years old,
xvill be the last Gcnro.
The story of Saionji's long years embraces the history of New Nip*
pon, which the West has chosen to call Japan. In 1849, when he was
born, the government had been in the hands of the Tokugawa Shoguns
for over two and a half centuries. Saionji was eighteen when Emperor
Meiji ascended the throne* Under him a united nation began her
progress.
That progress had been given an impetus by the arrival of Com-
modore Persy in 1854. Western commerce and civilisation roused the
Island Empire. Liberal ideas of the nineteenth century crossed the seas.
Following the Franco-Prussian War, Saionji spent some time in
France where among other lenders he met Qemenceau*
He returned home ready to put his new ideas into practice in his
brief editorship of a radical newspaper. His convictions became less
arbitrary when he entered political life, but throughout his public
career he was known as a liberal
In his childhood he had been a favorite of Emperor Komei and was
appointed the Emperor's Child-Chamberlain and Middle General; under
Emperor Meiji, whose close persona! friend he was* he served twice as
Premier. It was under Emperor Taisho that he was sent to the Paris
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